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EFFECTS OF CHEMICAL PESTICIDES ON HUMAN HEALTH


� Acute Health Effects                                                                                                      Chronic Health Effects


(occur soon after exposure)                                                                                                                             (occur later or after prolonged exposure)


 


Anxiety  (2, 10) ...................................                                                                                                


Coma (2, 10) ........................................                                                                                           Stroke (1)                


Death (2, 10).........................................                                                                                           Parkinson's Disease (3,6)                   Dizziness & lethargy (2, 10)..................                                                                                                      Brain Cancer (3,6)


Headache (2, 6, 10) ................................                                                                                                      Depression (6)


Tremors of eyelids & tongue (2,10).....                                                                                                      Neurological problems


Impaired visual acuity (2,10).................                                                                                                        Poor concentration, chronic fatigue,                                                  


Nausea & vomiting (2,6,10)..................                                                                                                        irritability, insomnia (3,6)


Irritation of mouth & throat (2,10).......                                                                                           Cataracts, blindness (1)


Difficulty swallowing  (2,10)...............                                                                                           Asthma-like attacks (6)


Fever (2,6)............................                                                                                  Damage to lungs, incl cancer (3)


Respiratory difficulty (2,10).......                                                                           High blood pressure (1)


Bronchitis (6).............................                                                                            Damage to stomach, incl cancer (3)


Chest Pain (2,10).......................                                                                             Damage to liver (2)


                                                                                                                                Damage to kidneys, incl cancer (3)


Slow pulse, even heart block (2,10)                                                                                  Tumors (9)                                                                                      


Fatal cardiac arrhythmia (5)                                                                                              Reproduction & sexuality effects:


Abdominal pain & cramps (2,6,10)                                                                                                        birth defects, miscarriage, still birth, 


                                                                                                                                                                Premature birth (2,3,6) 


                                                                                                                                                                Genetic mutations (6,9)


Muscular tremors, even                                                                                                            loss of libido, male sterility (2,6)


Convulsions (2,10)......................                                                                                              menstrual irregularity (1,6)


Weakness, even temporary                                                                                                              Nerve damage, weakness & poor


Paralysis (2,10)...............................                                                                                                  co-ordination of arms & legs (2)


Skin irritation & rash (2,6,10).........                                                                                                 Lymphoid tissue cancer, esp. Non-


                                                                                                                                                          Hodgkin's lymphoma (3,6,8,11)


Loss of sphincter control (2, 10)                                                                                                      Leukemia (3,6,7)                                                                                                                


Diarrhea (2,6,10)..............................                                                                                                Immune suppression (1,3,6)


                                                                                                                                Environmental hypersensitivity


                                                                                                                                 (6,8)   





�
Please note:


Fetuses and young children (whose immune systems are immature) are especially vulnerable to the toxic effects of pesticides. Specifically, children tend to suffer from increased rates of behavioral and learning problems, and cancer (6,7,8). People with impaired immune systems are also especially at risk (8).


Many pesticides are excreted in mother's milk and can affect nursing babies (2,3). (This is not to imply that cow's milk is necessarily any safer for infants, however!)


Farm animals and pets are also at risk. One recent study showed a significant association between a cancer in dogs (canine malignant lymphoma) and owner's use of 2,4-D herbicides. The histology and epidemiology of this disease is similar to non-Hodgkins's lymphoma in humans (4).


Clearly, not all pesticides are associated with all these effects. (For example, herbicides cause some effects; insecticides, others.) For detailed                 


        data, contact CAP.
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